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LIFE OF MAEGAKET SHIPPEJST, WIFE OF BENEDICT 

AENOLD. 

BY LEWIS BURD WALKER. 

(Continued from page 302.) 

FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE. 

With respect to Mount Pleasant Gr. A. has altered his senti- 
ments, since I wrote in August last, he thinks as lands in America 
are falling in Yalue and likely to continue so to do, and that 
there is a greater sum due on the Mortgages on Mount Pleasant 
than he at first supposed, and that the whole may be lost should 
it transpire that he was the private purchaser, that for these 
reasons it will be best should the Place be sold, to sell it for 
what it will fetch at Publick sale, provided there is a certainty 
of its selling for as much as will pay the mortgages, and the 
purchase money which you have paid for his life interest in it, 
and any ballance that it may bring to be appropriated as you 
may think proper. But if you should not think proper to put 
up the Place to Sale, and do not choose to keep the life Interest 
which you have bought, G. Arnold desires you will be so good 
as to sell it for as much as you can, and if it should fall short of 
the sum which you gave, desires you will be so good as to draw 
upon him for the Ballance, as he thinks it is better to put up 
with the first loss, than to advance any more money on Mount 
Pleasant, which he believes will never in future sell for as much 
money as it will at the present time. — Nor does he choose to 
risque any more money in America. 

My being in a situation to render writing very inconvenient 
to me, will I am sure plead my apology to my beloved Papa for 
this letter being written by another person. I am extremely 
happy to hear by my sister Betsy's letter of June 4th that all 
the family were well. I shall if possible write to them by my 
brother, but should it not be in my power, I must request my 
dearest papa to present my tender love to them. Gen'l A. like- 
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wise begs to be remembered to you all in the most affectionate 
manner. 

With every sentiment of love and respect, 

Eelieve me my dear and honored papa 

Most truly yours 

M A 

Bryanston Street, * * 

July 13th, 1785 



London, March 6th, 1786 
I have, my dear and honored papa, just received the enclosed 
from our Attorney ; and though I fear it will be too late for the 
Kew York Packet of this month, yet as it is of very material 
consequence to get the papers from Philadelphia soon, I shall 
risk sending it to Falmouth, in hopes that something may have 
delayed the Packet. Our Council give me great hopes that if 
we get the necessary papers we shall finally gain our cause ; I 
shall be extremely obliged to you, if you will procure them for 
me, and send them to me by the first conveyance. 

I am still in the most unhappy state of suspense respecting 
the General, not having heard from him since the account of his 
Ships being lost. I^sTor am I quite easy about you, and my other 
dear friends in Philadelphia ; the melancholy event that has so 
recently happened when I last heard from you, makes me ex- 
tremely uneasy about my beloved Mamma. Her life has hitherto 
been marked with but few real misfortunes, and being untrained 
in the School of Adversity, I fear my brother's untimely death 
will bear hard upon her. Yet I hope she will consider the many 
blessings by which she is surrounded and endeavor to support 
herself under this heavy trial. 

I assure you, my dear papa, I find it necessary to summon all 
my Philosophy to my aid, to support myself under my present 
situation. Separated from, and anxious for the fate, of the best 
of Husbands, torn from almost every body that is dear to me, 
harrassed with a troublesome and expensive Law Suit, having all 
the General's business to transact, and feeling that I am in a 
strange Country, without a creature near me that is really inter- 
ested in my fate, you will not wonder if I am unhappy — But I 
will not distress you my beloved papa with my unavailing com- 
plaints which I seldom suffer to engross either my pen or tongue, 
but deprived of all domestic society, I have too much time to 
indulge them. 
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I am now perfectly well; my bilious complaints have been 
very troublesome since my lying in, about six weeks after the 
Gen'l left me my physician ordered me to go to Bath, and I was 
making preparations for that purpose when I received the mel- 
ancholy accounts of my poor brother's death ; this delayed my 
journey and I soon after found myself recoveriug so fast, that I 
entirely gave over the thoughts of it ; and I have now quite got 
the better of my complaint. My children are very well, my 
little girl is the picture of health, and has never had an hours 
illness since she was a month old ; I still continue to nurse her. 

I beg my dearest papa, that you will present my tenderest love 
to all the family. With unceasing prayers for your, and their 
health and happiness, believe me 

Yours most sincerely and aifeetionately 

M. A. 



April 11th, 1786 
I was disappointed, my dear and honored papa, in sending my 
letter by the Packet, it being returned to me from Falmouth. I 
now enclose the papers, and tho I fear your answer cannot ar- 
rive in time, yet I shall be much obliged to you to write as soon 
as possible. As I do not expect the Gren'l home till June I fear 
it will be decided before his return. 

Believe me my beloved papa, with every sentiment of respect 
and love 

Most sincerely yours. 

M. A, 



Your affectionate letter, my dear Sister, by Mr. Parker is now 
before me. Your accounts of our beloved Mamma's health, are 
very distressing indeed ; and her's is a disorder, for which I fear, 
there is no radical cure. I am much gratified by your earnest 
solicitations for me to pay you a visit, and hope to accomplish so 
desirable an event in the Fall. Independent of the happiness it 
will afford me, I feel it a duty to make every exertion to comply 
with the wishes of Parents, for whom I feel the highest respect, 
and tenderest affection. Yet my pleasure will not be unaccom- 
panied by pain ; as when I leave you, I shall probably bid you 
adieu for ever. Many disagreeable, and some favorable circum- 
stances, will, I imagine, fix me forever in England, upon my re- 
turn to it ; while his Majesty's Bounty is continued to me, it is 
necessary I Should reside in his Dominions. 
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It gives me great pleasure to hear of your prudent resolution 
of not increasing your family ; as I can never do better than to 
follow your example, I have determined upon the same plan ; and 
when our Sisters have had ^ye or six, we will likewise recom- 
mend it to them. 

The situation of my Brother's Aifairs is a source of great un- 
happiness to me, and the little Information we can obtain upon 
the subject, much increases it. From a want of a thorough 
knowledge of the abilities and intentions of the Company, Mr. 
Goodrich's Agent may be pursuing the very measures most in- 
jurious to the Interest of his Employer. If my dear Mr. Eurd, 
will add to the many obligations he has confer' d upon me, by 
giving his advice upon the proper measures to pursue, I shall be 
forever indebted to him. The loss will not eventually fall upon 
Mr. Goodrich; but upon me, and my little ones. The three 
eldest Boys have half pay for life, and in order to put my Chil- 
dren more upon an equality with them, the General has prom- 
ised, that as soon as that debt is recovered, he will purchase an 
Annuity for them with part of it, and that the remainder shall 
be settled upon me. You cannot wonder, my dear Sister, at my 
anxiety upon this subject, as the fate of my Children depends 
upon it, My Brother's feelings for his past conduct must be very 
painful to him — I wish him no greater punishment. 

Capt. Wright was so obliging as to forward your letters from 
J^ew York. The General joins me in affectionate regards to you 
and Mr. Burd. 

Yours most tenderly 

M. A. 

June 30th. [1788?] 

As the time draws near when I hope to be blessed with the 
society of my beloved Sister, I find my impatience increases — I 
sometimes fear that it is impossible I shall ever be so happy as 
to behold my dearest, tenderly beloved parents, and sisters, yet 
as I have got the better of almost every obstacle to paying you 
a visit, I ought to anticipate nothing but pleasure — I feel great 
regret at the idea of leaving the General alone, and much per- 
plexed with business, but as he strongly argues a measure, that 
will be productive of so much happiness to me, I think there 
can be no impropriety in taking the ship — I shall probably have 
some few difficulties to encounter in the domestic line, but every 
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concern of that kind shall give way — ^There is an excellent ves- 
sel that sails between this place and l^ew York, entirely fitted 
up for the accommodation of passengers. — It is generally much 
crowded, but to avoid that inconvenience, the General proposes 
taking the whole Cabbin for me, if it can be procured upon tol- 
erable terms, in which case, it will be optional with me to admit 
any other persons — I hope to have this some time in October. 

I hope my dear Sister, that I shall not put Mamma to the 
least additional trouble on my account ; it would distress me ex- 
tremely if I did, in the present state of her health — I cannot 
conveniently go without one Maid and Child, yet if that would 
enlarge the family too much, I would make my arrangements dif- 
ferently, and leave home only for a couple of months — I am sure 
when I am with you, that Mamma will find that it is my wish 
to lessen, not to add to the cares of her family — Pray let me 
hear from you soon, I am extremely anxious about Mamma, the 
account you gave me of her situation, has almost broken my 
heart — She must suffer extremely from the loss of her limbs, as 
she has been accustomed to so much exercise. 

I did not when I began, intend writing more than ten lines, 
as I have been unwell for two days past, with an extreme head- 
ache and slight fever, and am still confined to my room — You 
will perceive that my ideas are not very clear, but if you can de- 
cypher my writing, and I have expressed myself to be under- 
stood, it is all that is necessary — I am not writing to a Critic, 
but to an indulgent, and beloved Sister — 

Why do I not hear [from] Sister M — I never for an instant 
doubt her affection, but pray tell her that she is a sad negligent 
Correspondent. 

A thousand loves to Mr. B. and the family, I wrote to Mamma 
and Sister some 2 days ago, but was disappointed in sending my 

letters. 

Yours my tenderly beloved sister 

with unceasing affection. 

M. A. 

August 14th, 1788. 

St. John July 5th 1790. 
How difiicult is it to know what will contribute to our happi- 
ness in this life ; I had hoped that by paying my beloved friends 
a last visit, I should insure to myself some portion of it, but I 
find it far otherwise. The affectionate attention of my friends 
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has greatly increased my love for them, and of course my regret 
at this cruel dreadful separation. I shall never forget my dear, 
my beloved Sister, your tender and affectionate behaviour to me, 
and that of my more than brother, Mr. Burd, who has endeared 
himself extremely to me, and of whom I have as high an 
opinion as it is possible for me to entertain of any human being. 
For your dear Children, I feel an affection almost parental. I 
have had the pleasure of receiving your long and charming 
letter; pray never make an apology for writing such, as an un- 
reserved communication of sentiment, is the only thing that can 
alleviate the pain of separation. The little anecdotes of my 
friends and acquaintances, afford me great amusement, and I 
feel interested in all their little love scenes, I am convinced 
that Mrs. A. will never think seriously of Mr. Marsden, though 
she may carry on a little flirtation with him. The all-conquer- 
ing Miss A. had better accept of Mr. Phillips, as I believe he has 
one of the best fortunes in ISTew York, and as I have heard it 
suspected that ambition is her reigning passion, she will prob- 
ably sacrifice her love to it. Indeed I think connecting herself 
to our Cousin, to whom we supposed her affections were en- 
gaged, would have been extremely imprudent. 

I am sincerely grieved to hear of poor Mrs. Chew's misfor- 
tune. I think she would be a real loss to her family. 

The Influenza has raged here a second time, but not with that 
violence that it has done with you ; it has not in one instance 
here proved fatal. Our Summer Fogs are just setting in which 
is in fact the only thing that denotes the season, as we have not 
left of[f] fires, and have never slept under less than two 
blankets. 

I cannot longer restrain my impatience to see my dear little 
Boys ; we have sent for them home, and I expect them in a 
fortnight. They have, I fear, suffered many hardships last 
winter, the woman of the house, where they were boarded, was 
too indolent to pay attention to them, and they were too young 
to shift for themselves. I was highly gratified at my dear little 
nephew's desire to write to me, as it was a strong proof of his 
affection for me ; I shall answer his letter, and beg that he may 
be permitted to correspond regularly with me. Pray tell my 
little name-sake that letters from her will be very acceptable, as 
it will make her remember me, and that I shall always love her 
very sincerely. 
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From the present appearance of things there is great reason 
to apprehend a disappointment in our going home this Fall. 
For my own part, I have given up every hope of going. There 
has been a succession of disappointments and mortifications in 
collecting our debts ever since my return home — but I will not 
begin to relate grievances, but for a time endeavor to shake off 
that gloom that has taken possession of me, and for which I 
have too much cause. 

If my Brother's circumstances are as easy at present as you 
represent, I would not wish the Money made use of for him. It 
will certainly be best to let him gQ>i what he can from Footman, 
if at any future period he should be in distress, I will most 
cheerfully contribute to his relief, without suffering myself to 
consider how much we have lost by him. I could not enjoy 
the comforts of life, whilst a Brother was wanting the neces- 
saries. 

I shall be much obliged to you, to purchase for me a piece (18 
yards) of the best black India lute-string, or mantua — 4 pieces 
of broad French Eibbon, such as was sold at 1 s. per yd., or two 
dollars the piece — I wish for two pieces of pale blue, 1 piece of 
white and one piece of Eoyal Purple, or Garter blue. There is 
a great difference in the quality of the Eibbon s, at the same 
price. Five hundred of best white chapel needles No. 5, 6, 8 
each one hundred and two hundred of No. 7. One box of An- 
derson's pills ; two bottles of good blue dye ; 2 boxes of Salt of 
Lemon, for taking out Iron Mould. If any elegant India chintzes 
are to be got, I should like two short or one long piece. But as 
two Ships have arrived without any, I doubt your being able to 
get any. In which case, if any very great bargains should offer 
pray lay out the remainder of the money in them, or if any- 
thing very new and elegant is to be bought that you think I 
should like, pray purchase it for me, — I leave it intirely to you. 



I wrote to you, my beloved Parent, about a fortnight ago ; 
since which, I have been considering a part of your letter, 
which mentions the great Interest to be got for Money in Phila- 
delphia. You probably recollect my informing you, that we 
had agreed to leave the product of my Pension untouched, 
during our residence in St. John, for the purpose of buying an 
Annuity for my Children :— We have ever since our arrival 
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here, been endeavoring to purchase well secured Annuities, with- 
out success. Money was never so plenty as at present, which 
makes the difficulty of laying it out to advantage, or procuring 
a good Interest for it, very great. The Funds produce only 4 
per cent ; and good Annuities (the lives being insured) will not 
clear more than 6 per Cent, and are then attended with some 
unavoidable hazards. I am extremely anxious to place the 
little Money that we have reserved for my Children, to the 
greatest advantage, in order to give them a good education, 
which in this Country is attended with great expence ; and to 
secure to them sufficient to keep them from want, should any 
accident happen to us. Will you, my dear Sir, give me your 
Advice and Assistance to eifect this desirable end ? which would 
take from me a load, which has long oppressed me. The great- 
est part of our Income being dependent upon our lives, would 
make our deaths severely felt by my Children; and untill I 
know, that in case of such an event, they would be secured 
from Eeggary and absolute Dependence, I cannot know tran- 
quility. Having candidly stated the situation of things here, I 
am induced to request your attention to placing a sum of 
Money to advantage in Philadelphia. I have had some thought 
of writing to Mr. Lea, to intreat him to take £1.000, and employ 
it in some kind of business, for the advantage of my Children ; 
but have felt delicate about requesting such a favor. You, my 
dear Sir, can inform me whether such a request would be 
prudent, and likely to be complied with. We are told that 
great advantage may now be made of ready Money, with you. 
If I recollect when I was in Philada. your Eank produced at 
least seven per cent ; and you thought the Money perfectly 
secure. I cannot however pretend to point out to you, (who 
are so competent to judge of the matter) the best way to place 
Money ; but if you would have the goodness to undertake the 
business for me and my Children, I would leave it entirely to 
your management, and you would relieve a heart, anxiously and 
tenderly solicitous for the future welfare of those so dear to it. 

We understand that Bills are now at Par, should they co7itinue 
so, or rise, and you think it eligible for me to place Money in 
Philadelphia, I beg you will have the goodness to draw upon me 
for £2.000. Sterling ; or if you would prefer it, on Messrs. Dorset 
& Co Bankers, ISTew Bond Street, London ; you may depend on 
the Bills being duly honored. Should there being an opening to 
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employ half, or indeed the whole of it to advantage in business, 
and Mr. Lea could be prevailed on to take it, I should be happy 
to have it put in his hands : — Eut as I before observed, I will 
leave the direction of it entirely to you ; being convinced that 
you will act for me, as you would for yourself: knowing of how 
much consequence it is to make some little provision for my 
Children. 

I beg you will have the goodness to write as soon as possible 
(by the Packet, or otherwise) after you have made up your 
mind on the business ; as till we hear from you, we shall let the 
Money remain in its present situation (in the Funds, in the name 
of my Agent, for which I am credited on his Books) to be ready 
to answer any Bills you may draw ; — and shall not avail our- 
selves of any thing that may offer for otherwise disposing of it. 

Should the public Papers of a few days back reach you, you 
will observe a paragraph, mentioning that Genl. A. is killed in a 
Duel, with the Earl of Lauderdale. This was for some time so 
generally believed, that our friends were flocking to the house, 
to condole with, and make me offers of service. This circum- 
stance has given me a great deal of pain, as it has made known 
to Genl. A. what I had hoped he would not hear; which was 
that Lord Lauderdale had cast some reflections on his political 
Character, in the House of Lords. I am not without strong 
fears that he will think it necessary to demand an apology, and 
resent being refused one. But this is a subject, upon which of 
course, he is, to me silent ; and all that I can obtain from him, 
are Assurances that he will do nothing rashly, and without the 
advice of his friends. You may readily conceive that my situa- 
tion must be a very unhappy one, till the Affair is settled j but I 
call all my fortitude to my aid, to prevent my sinking under it, 
which would unman him and prevent his acting himself — I am 
perfectly silent on the subject ; for weak Woman as I am, I would 
not wish to prevent what would be deemed necessary to preserve 
his honor. — Lord Lauderdale is at present out of town, but Is 
expected to return in a few days. 

I beg my tender love to my dear Mamma, my Sisters and 
their families. I shall write again by a Ship that is to sail to 
Philada., the 1st of July, and hope to give you more pleasing 
intelligence. 

Believe me, my beloved Parent, ever most truly Yours. 

M. Arnold. 
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I intended to have made this a single letter, hut could not 
effect it. The Genl. always wishes to he included in remem- 
hranee to the family. 

HoLLis Street, Cavendish Square, London. 
June 26th, 1792. 



My Beloved and Eespected Parent; 

The anxiety which my last letter must have occasioned, as 1 
then mentioned the probability of a Duel's taking place between 
the Earl of Lauderdale and General Arnold, I am happy now to 
have it in my power to relieve; as the affair is settled most 
honorably for the General, and his conduct upon the occasion 
has gained him great applause. The circumstances that gave 
rise to it you may wish to hear : Lord Lauderdale (who is violent 
in the opposition, and was the only man in the House of Lords 
who voted against an address of thanks to the King, upon a late 
proclamation), in an attack upon the Duke of Eichmond, re- 
specting the Eeform in Parliament, is said to have used the fol- 
lowing expressions : ^' That he did not know any instance of 
Political Apostacy equal to the Duke of Eichmond' s, except 
General Arnold's," and that "the intended Encampment was 
designed to overawe the inhabitants of the Kingdom, and the 
Metropolis in particular ; and prevent a Eeform in Parliament, 
that the Duke of Eichmond was the most proper person he 
knew of to command it, General Arnold first struck off the list." 

Upon the General's demanding an apology for this unprovoked 
attack upon his character, his Lordship positively denied having 
made use of the last expression, or any similar to it ; the first he 
acknowledged, and made a kind of apology for it ; but it not 
satisfying the General, he drew up such a one as he would 
accept, which his Lordship refused to sign. 

Lord Hawke (who is a most respectable Peer, and our par- 
ticular friend) voluntarily offered his services upon the occasion : 
and as the matter could not be amicably settled, his Lordship 
waited upon Lord Lauderdale, and a place was named for a 
meeting. The time appointed was seven o'clock on Sunday 
morning last — Mr. Charles Eox, as second to Lord Lauderdale ; 
Lord Hawke, the General's. It was agreed that they should 
fire at the same time, upon a word given, which the General 
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did, without eifect. Lord L. refused to fire, saying he had no 
enmity to Greneral Arnold. He at the same time refused making 
an apology, and said the General might fire again, if he chose. 
This was impossible, hut the General desired Lord Hawke to 
tell Mr. Fox, that he would not leave the field without satisfac- 
tion; and that if Lord Lauderdale persisted in his refusal of 
giving it to him, eitl^er by an apology or firing again, that he 
should be under the necessity of using such expressions to him, 
as Avould oblige him to do the latter. Upon this, the seconds 
had a conference, during which time Lord Lauderdale and the 
General met ; when he told his Lordship that he did not come 
there to convince the world that he dare fight, but for satisfac- 
tion for the injury done his character; and that he certainly 
would not quit the field without it. After a consultation be- 
tween Lord L. & Mr. Fox, his Lordship came forward, and said 
that he had no enmity to General Arnold — that he did not mean 
to asperse his character or wound his feelings, and was sorry for 
what he had said. General A. said he was perfectly satisfied 
with this apology, provided the seconds, as men of honor, de- 
clared he ought to be so, which they, without hesitation, did. 
Before they left the ground. Lord Lauderdale expressed great 
concern at finding that I had been made unhappy, and begged 
leave to wait upon me, to make an apology. A variety of cir- 
cumstances combined to make me acquainted with the whole 
transaction ; what I suffered for near a week is not to be de- 
scribed; the suppression of my feelings, lest I should unman the 
General, almost at last proved too much for me ; and for some 
hours, my reason was dispaired of. I was confined to my bed 
for some days after, but am now so much better that I shall go 
out an airing this afternoon. It has been highly gratifying to 
find the General's conduct so much applauded, which it has been 
universally, and particularly by a number of the first characters 
in the Kingdom, who have called upon him in consequence of it. 
IS'or am I displeased at the great commendations bestowed on my 
own conduct upon this trying occasion. I wrote you a long letter 
about ten days ago, upon the subject of the little money that has 
been received as a provision for my children, which letter I hope 
you will receive safe. I intended sending a duplicate, but am 
not at present equal to copying it. I mentioned that we could 
not, in the Funds, get above 4 per cent for money, and by an- 
nuities, insured, not more than 6 per cent ; expressed the great 



Life of Margaret Shippen, Wife of Benedict Arnold. 463 

anxiety 1 should feel until something was secured to my chil- 
dren, as the greatest part of our Income depended upon our 
lives : (Ah ! how lately has one of them been endangered) and 
entreated your advice and assistance in the disposal of it to ad- 
vantage. I suggested a wish that Mr. Lea would employ a 
small sum in business for the advantage of my children, but left 
the matter entirely to your discretion, and begged that if you 
were of opinion that it would be better to place the money in 
Philadelphia, and that it would there produce a good Interest, 
and be safe, that you would have the goodness to undertake the 
business for me, — and authorized you to draw upon me, if Bills 
were at or above Par, on Messrs. Dorset & Co. Bankers, l^ew 
Bond Street, for £2.000. sterling. I shall impatiently wait your 
answer, my beloved Papa, as we shall not think of disposing of 
the money otherways till then. The honorable and advantageous 
Peace made by Lord Cornwallis in the East Indies, has afforded 
great pleasure to all loyal subjects here. Many people look for- 
ward with dread to the 14th of July, as they are fearful of Biots 
on that day, but I sincerely hope it is without cause. — I beg to 
be most affectionately remembered to all the family, in which 
the G-eneral begs leave to join. 

Believe me, my dearly beloved Parent, 

Most truly Yours, 

M. Arnold. 
[July 6, 1792.] 



Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Bichard Arnold^ dated 
July 28, 179S. 

You request my dear Eichard, my influence with your father 
to induce him to consent to your marrying. With respect to 
him, I must beg not to interfere ; — but give me leave, as a friend 
interested for your happiness, to offer you my advice. I should 
by no means wish you to give up a young lady to whom your 
love and honor are engaged, and who, from every thing I can 
hear, is worthy of your affection. But by the love you bear 
her, let me admonish you not to marry her till you are enabled 
to support her in a comfortable style. How many people are 
there who are for years engaged, while prudence forbids an union, 
who afterwards come together, and are happier for their self- 
denial, till fortune smiled upon them. You are particularly for- 
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tunate in not being severed from the object of your affections ; 
you can enjoy her society, and your desire to unite yourself to 
her will stimulate your industry. 

By precipitating yourself into matrimony till you are estab- 
lished in business, you would probably render yourself and the 
object of your regards miserable; — but by your exertions, a 
short time may make a material change in your aifairs, and you 
will then be enabled to marry her, with a prospect of happiness, 
and with the approbation of your friends. 



Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Bichard Arnold^ dated 
August^ 1794.* 

I am now in a state of most extreme misery, from the report 
of your Father's being a prisoner to the French at Point-a-Peter, 
Guadaloupe. It is contradicted by some gentlemen lately from 
St. Kitts, but your Father's last letter to me, being of the first 
of June, wherein he says he shall set-off the next day for Point- 
a-Peter, makes it but too probable, as the French took possCvS- 
sion of that Place the 4th of June. We are in hourly expecta- 
tion of its recapture, till I hear of which I shall not know a 
moment's peace of mind. ... I suppose my dear Henry is long 
ere this in the West Indies ; I scarcely know whether or not to 
wish it, as, though I think his prospects in going very good, yet 
the fever that rages there proves so fatal to young people, that 
I dread his falling a victim to it. . . . 

We have not heard from poor Ben for a long time past, and 
have reason to fear he is a prisoner, as about 6,000 English are 
now in that situation in France, and those who previous to the 
war resided there; have been told they are very well treated, 
but I think I have now got things in a train to get certain in- 
formation of him, and to furnish him with money. 

Should you wish to forward me your certificate and draw for 
your half-pay, I will attend to your business. 

Edward, James and George are all at school, and coming on 
very well ; they and Sophia send their tender love to you. The 
latter is remarkably handsome, and promises to make a very 
fine woman. 
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London Queen Ann St. E. 

May 2nd, 1796 
My dear Sir, 

I am sorry to return the bill, drawn by Peter Blight Jany 
15th on Isaac Blight, Protested, as it occasions you trouble. I 
shall send this by the Packet, but if I find any girl about to sail 
for Philadelphia immediately, I shall send the Bill, Protest, &c. 
by her. — 

I am now pursuing your plan of abstinence, which is the only 
one recommended to me by an eminent Physician, whom I have 
consulted. He orders me to eat not one half of my usual quan- 
tity of food, and to lessen my drink in the same proportion. 
The quality of the food he thinks it unnecessary to attend to, 
the quantity only being material. — I am to take no kind of 
medicine, and never fatigue myself with exercise. — Follow- 
ing these instructions he warrants a cure. JS'obody to look 
at me, could suppose I wanted the advice of Medical people, 
as my appearance indicates the most florid health, indeed I 
possess it to a great degree, and when I do not attempt walk- 
ing am perfectly well, this exercise occasions my limbs, and 
indeed my whole body, to swell, and causes a general fullness. 
— My appetite is uncommonly good, and my digestion such, 
that I never find any quantity or quality of food disagree 
with me. 

I am sorry to find you still aifected with your headaches. A 
draught of water, as hot as it can be swallowed, has a surprizing 
good eifect, after eating too freely, and my Medical friend says 
he has no doubt but that you would find it wonderfully effica- 
cious. It is meant to wash, not empty the stomach, and 
strengthens, instead of weakening it. — It is not unpleasant, and 
I know a Gentleman who has cured himself of a violent billions 
complaint by the daily use of it. — I am extremely impatient for 
the arrival of your picture, which I hope is on its way. You 
could not have bestowed upon me a more valued gift. — Eepining 
is useless, but it is surely a hard lot to be so separated from all 
my relations : do not suffer absence to weaken your affection for 
me, and believe that though fate has deprived me of the happi- 
ness of contributing to the comfort of your latter days, I could 
sacrifice almost my life to render them easy, and free from care 
and pain. — Have the goodness to remember me most affection- 
ately to my dear sisters and their families in which mine beg to 
VOL. XXV. — 30 
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join, with respectful regards to yourself. — With the warmest 
sentiment of duty and affection, believe me, my beloved 
Parent, 

ever Yours 

M. A. 



I cannot express to you, my dear Sir, the high gratification 
you have afforded me, by your goodness in sending to me your 
valuable picture ; the sight of it occasioned sensations I never 
before experienced; and though I scarcely had it out of my 
hand the whole of the day I received it, I could not rest with- 
out getting up twice in the night to look at it. After this I need 
not say that 1 see a strong likeness, but I wish it was a more 
favorable one, the eyes, particularly the right one, are very bad, 
and the heavy brow very unlike yours. I have been advised to 
have the eyes altered, but shall not trust it out of my posses- 
sion. And as I see a strong resemblance, when I cover the eyes, 
it is invaluable to me. 

I hope you have long ere this received Blight's Bill and Pro- 
test, which I sent by the Ceres, bound to Philadelphia. I am 
very sorry that you should have so much trouble, but hope that 
you will have no difficulty in recovering it. I shall be much 
obliged to you for another Eemittance, as soon as it is convenient 
to you, as I assure you we find it difficult to bring the year 
about, at the present extravagant rates of every article of life. 
Every thing has risen in proportion to Bread and Meat; all 
Schools have increased their price accordingly, and in short a 
thousand a year is not equal to six hundred a little time ago. I 
am almost sick of the struggle to keep up an appearance, which 
however is absolutely necessary, in this Country, to bring for- 
ward a young family. 

Mr. Foster very obligingly delivered himself, your letter and 
picture ; he appears to me to be a sensible, pleasant man, though 
his manners are not highly polished. I should be sorry that my 
dear Sister Lea should ever alter her state, as I think her society 
a great acquisition to you, and Matrimony is but a Lottery. I 
am happy to find that you propose moving into your old house, 
where you will find yourself more at home, than you can ever 
do in any other. I will not touch upon politics, as it is your 
wish that I should avoid the subject, when writing to you. 
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My family are all well, and desire to unite with me in every 
expression of affection and duty to you. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, Yours most truly, 

M. A. 
New Barn, Chigwile Essex. 
July 29tli 1796. 



London, Gloucester Place, May 20, 1797. 

Under the pressure of bodily and mental suifering, I have long 
but in vain looked for the solace of a letter from my beloved and 
respected Parent. Your last was dated in July '96, which I an- 
swered very fully by the October packet and repeated the most 
material contents in several subsequent letters. As every senti- 
ment of mine towards you must ever be dictated by the most 
ardent affection, I cannot believe that I have given you any 
cause of displeasure, and fear that illness or misfortune have 
occasioned your silence. 

I informed you, my dear Sir, that I was tben laboring under 
the effects of a violent attack in my head, that had nearly proved 
fatal; every precaution has been used to prevent a return of it, 
and the remedies, though violent, have been successftil, as I think 
myself materially better : But have had a series of illness in my 
family for many months past ; we are now all tolerably well. 

Nothing can be so gloomy as the present state of our public 
affairs. I look forward to a Eevolution in this Country, and 
consequently a deprivation of our support from Government. 
My spirits are much broken, and I think I could be contented in 
a very humble retired situation ; but to see my Children's rising 
prospects blasted, would fill me with the keenest anguish. I 
sincerely wish that America may not be involved in a War with 
France ; it is here thought inevitable, but I trust much to the 
moderation and good sense that has been so often evinced in your 
councils. 

I am sorry to hear Nancy Allen so severely censured by those 
who come over, and write from America. I hope the accounts 
are exaggerated, otherwise her character is entirely destroyed. 
Her connections here are very violent in their condemnation of 

her ; but say the fault originated with Aunt L I understand 

that much pains have been taken, to gain your sanction. 
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June 2nd. 

Since writing the above I have had the pleasure of receiving 
your welcome favor of April Sih, with a Bill for £140, which I 
believe is accepted. I am greatly disappointed at being obliged 
to relinquish the hopes I had formed, of having my Brother's 
debt compromised, which it is our wish should be done, in any way 
you think proper, I will not however, my dear Sir, urge you 
upon a subject that is painful to you; nor whatever my own diffi- 
culties may be, will I involve my Brother in distress ; for whose 
sake as well as my own I was anxious to have the Bond can- 
celled. While Genl. A. and myself live, we have the power of 
acting with lenity ; but should any accident happen to him, the 
settlement of his affairs might fall into hands less disposed to 
forbearance. 

I was yesterday gratified hy the sight of the Cup & Cover and 
Stand that was given to the famous Member of Parliament of 
our name in the reign of George the 1st. I heard of its being 
at a Silver Smiths, and hoped it might be for sale ; in which case, 
I should have endeavored to have obtained it, in exchange for 
some of my most useless plate, and have presented it to you, to 
whom it would have been valuable. I find however that it was 
sent by Col. Labourne to be re-gilt, who values it highly. It 
is very handsome ; the inscription " A Legacy from the Duke 
of Buckingham & ]^ormandy to the worthy Mr. Shippen." Its 
weight 160 oz. 

I have just received a duplicate of yours of 6th April. Our 
political affairs have now arrived at a crisis. The Mutineers at 
the lS[oTe have got the entire command, and the Eed Flag ot 
Defiance is now displayed on board of twenty-two Ships of the 
Line, and smaller armed ships there. Government are at length 
determined to use severe measures, and I think a few days will 
determine the fate of this Country. You must suppose it is a 
moment of the most anxious solicitude to me. Be so good as to 
present our affectionate love to all the family, and believe me, 
my beloved Parent; 

most truly Yours, 
M. Aknold. 

Your letter, my beloved Parent of Dec. 30th [1799] has af- 
forded me more real happiness, than any I have ever received 
from you. I sincerely rejoice to find that you have conquered 
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those complaints in your head which were not only troublesome 
but dangerous. May Heaven long preserve a life so truly valu- 
able. I am glad to find that you are appointed to fill so honour- 
able a situation and think there is very little reason to apprehend 
any failure of intellect, to incapacitate you from long continuing 
in it. I am sorry I suggested the idea, so late, of making a little 
advantage of the low price of Bills, but I less regret it, as I 
feared from your former letter that you did not quite approve of 
the plan. I mean at all events to preserve that Money sacredly 
for my Children, and should be glad to avail myself of any op- 
portunity of increasing it, and trust that you will embrace any 
plan that you think eligible for that purpose. In the mean time, 
I highly approve of your idea of getting in all the Money that 
remains in jDrivate hands, and investing it in some stock; not 
only as it produces a better Interest, but as it will afford you the 
power of availing yourself of any opportunity of turning the 
Money to advantage. I am glad to hear that my dear Sister is 
likely to settle her daughter so much to her satisfaction ; the 
young couple have my sincere wishes for their happiness. I 
shall write to my dear Niece soon ; but regret my inability to 
make her such a Bridal present, as would be gratifying to my 
feelings. 

I am about experiencing a very severe trial, in the separation 
from my beloved Edward who goes this Spring to India, in the 
Engineer line ; which, next to a Writership is the best ; the lat- 
ter required more money than we could spare. He will go with 
Lord Cornwallis's interest and patronage; which will I trust 
insure his success. James is very eligibly situated at Gibraltar. 
His pecuniary advantages are nearly equal to a Captain's in the 
line, and we are assured that no young Officer ever received such 
attentions as he has done there ; he is a great favorite of Gen- 
eral O'Hara's, the Governor, and General & Mrs. Grinfield who 
are there, are our particular friends. — I feel myself, my dear Sir, 
particularly blessed in my Children ; and can with truth assure 
you, that neither of these young men have ever given me a 
moment's uneasiness, from any misconduct of any kind. My 
dear Girl is better than she has been ; nothing but the most un- 
remitting attention has saved her life ; I trust a continuance of 
it will restore her to health. 

The Bill for £150 I received in September, it was duly paid, — 
of which I wrote immediately to inform you. 
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I am sincerely sorry to hear of the death of General Wash- 
ington. I admired his public, and revered his private Character. 
I fear that America will sustain an irreparable loss in him, as he 
appeared to possess the happy talent of uniting all Parties. 

I shall be much obliged to you to inform me, whether the 
lands on the Eiver Susquehanna will be eventually holden under 
the Pennsylvania or Connecticut Grant, and what you suppose 
to be their value. 

I shall write to my Sister soon ; my head which is too full of 
blood, will not admit of my writing more than one letter at a 
time. 

All my family beg to unite with me in respectful and affec- 
tionate regards to you, and love to all the family. Believe me 
my beloved Parent, most tenderly and truly Yours. 

M. A. 
Gloucester Place. London. 
Peby. 5th [1800.] 



Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Mrs. Burd, dated May 10 j 1800. 

Wholly engrossed in my own cares, I fear my beloved friends 
that I have been too negligent in not writing to you. The heavy 
hand of aflliction has been upon me, and has most severely 
wounded me, by the alarming situation of my Dear Girl; whose 
health we had hoped was much improving, when about ten 
weeks ago she was seized with a kind of Paralytic stroke, which 
deprived her of the use of her legs, and extended up her back. 
After some severe remedies of Blistering &c., she was in a degree 
restored to the use of her limbs, but one leg still remains with- 
out any sense of feeling ; — after trying every means to restore 
it, the medical men ordered her to the sea, for the purpose of 
using the warm sea bath. My much loved friends, the Misses 
Fitch, having lately lost their Father and mother, (whose death 
beds I attended and soothed their dying moments) finding a 
change of scene necessary to them, have taken a house at 
Brighton, for the purpose of taking my dear girl with them, feel- 
ing for her an almost parental affection. She is still with her 
Governess there, and though much better able to walk, still finds 
the numbness continue. I dread another attack which mio-ht 
prove fatal. 
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My darling Edward leaves me in about ten days, to try his 
fortune in the East. His death could scarcely be a more severe 
stroke. 

My little dear James has been selected in a very flattering 
manner from his brothef^fflcers at Gibraltar to go upon the 
service of the march of Malta. The high compliments paid him 
upon the occasion and his own anxiety to go, in some degree 
reconcile me to it; but a tender mother's fears are all alive. 

I sincerely congratulate you my dear Sister B. upon your 
daughter's marriage ; May every blessing attend her. 

I am anxious to hear from you all, not having bad that 
pleasure since December. 

May 20th. 

Not knowing of an opportunity of sending my letter to my 
beloved friends, I have left it unfinished ; one now offering by 
the Factor to l^ew York, I embrace it, though I am not very 
equal to the task of writing at present. 

My dear Edward's baggage is on board and a day or two must 
separate us probably forever. He is one of the most excellent of 
human beings, and has never from any misconduct given me one 
moment's uneasiness. Think then what I must suffer at losing 
him ; but I trust, though I must suffer, he will be the gainer, as 
he goes out under many advantages, having Lord Cornwallis's 
and other good interest. 

My dear James from whom I had letters yesterday was just 
embarking upon the expedition against Malta, as second in com- 
mand in the Engineers, selected from several elder officers. It 
is thought a great thing for him. He is a great military genius 
and I have no doubt will acquit himself well. 

My dear girl is still at the sea, which in point of health has 
been of great use to her, but she has still no feeling in one leg. 

I am very anxious for letters from you and most sincerely 
hope that your silence does not proceed from as an unpleasant a 
cause as mine. 

The price of every article here is enormous ; Meat 1 shilling 
Sterling per lb. Bread 4d. do. Butter Is. 3d. ditto. Potatoes 2d., 
and every thing else in proportion. Should the present season 
prove unfavorable, we shall have a famine. 

I was very sorry to hear of General Washington's Death; 
nobody in America could revere his character more than I 
did. 
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With our most affectionate regard to all the family, believe me 
my beloved friends ever yours. 



London June 29th, 1801 
Dear Sir, 

It is the request of my tenderly beloved friend, your deeply 
afflicted daughter, that I should inform you of the melancholy 
change which has taken place in her situation by the death of 
her ever dear & sorrowed husband — Gen'l Arnold died on the 
14th instant at half past six in the morning — you probably will 
have heard before this reaches you — that his health had been in 
a declining state for several months — ^but the danger which 
awaited him, his poor wife was not fully aware of — from the 
flattering assurance constantly given her — ^by the Physician who 
attended that Me saw no cause for apprehension, for a week be- 
fore he died, he was extremely ill — His complaints (supposed to 
be occasioned by repeated Gout) were a tendency to a general 
Dropsy, and a disease in the Lungs — / think you are not a 
stranger to my name, as the strongest attachment has subsisted 
between your estimable daughter and my family for many 
years — it may therefore be a satisfaction to you to know that 
my sister & myself were with Mrs. Arnold when her husband 
expired — that we shall not be separated from her for sometime — 
and that there are not any attentions which friendship & affec- 
tion can suggest to sooth & soften her sorrows, which shall be 
omitted — so far as lies within the compass of our abilities — She 
evinces upon this occasion — as you know she has done upon 
many trying ones before — ^that fortitude & resignation, which in 
a superior & well regulated mind only is capable of existing — 
Her health will I hope be preserved from suffering lasting injury 
by going as is her intention to a quiet retired situation in the 
country — as soon as our Loved friends remains are consigned to 
their last mansion. 

Her Sophia and son George are already there — the former I 
am happy to say is at present in very good health — ^with a pros- 
pect of its being permanent — ^if this sad stroke does not destroy 
it — ^When removed to the calm serenity of the country — I hope 
it will not be long before my beloved Mrs. Arnold will acquire 
sufficient improvement to write to you herself. 
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My sisters and my particular Eegards to you and your 
family. 

I remain Dear Sir 

With esteem and respect 
Ann Fitch 

1^0 letters have yet been received from Mr. Arnold from India 
— or any accounts from Mr. J. Arnold since Mrs. Arnold wrote 
to you — the little William is quite well. 



London, Gloucestek Place. 
Aug 15th, 1801 

As I have ever had reason to believe my dear Mr. Burd that 
you felt a sincere affection for me, though circumstances did not 
admit of your giving frequent opportunities of evincing it, I 
feel myself encouraged to call upon you as a friend, in my present 
unhappy situation. — In addition to the loss of a Husband whose 
affection for me was unbounded, I have to deplore being left in 
very embarrassed circumstances, with a little dependant family. 
— The last unfortunate speculation entered into of fitting out a 
privateer, has involved us in many difficulties ; and there is every 
reason to fear, that the property here will be insufficient to pay 
the Debts ; — Upon my Brother's Debt therefore I must greatly 
depend for the means of getting forward my Children, which in 
this Country cannot be done without money. — It will even 
amount to upwards of four thousand pounds sterling. Although 
even the interest has heretofore been most usually withheld, I 
cannot suppose but that my present unhappy situation will be 
taken into consideration, upon this occasion. — Have the good- 
ness, my dear Mr. Burd, to tell me candidly what dependence I 
may reasonably place upon this resource. 

From the situation of affairs, many of the accounts relative 
to the Yessel are not yet come from Portugal, it is impossible to 
ascertain the debts, which I fear will prove so great, as to oblige 
me to give in upon both, an account of money due to the Estate. 
—-My Brother's Debt must of course be included. — I suppose he 
will find means, as he has heretofore done, of making the pay- 
ment, and in this case, unless relieved by my dear Father's jus- 
tice I fear my family must be the sufferers. — Let me entreat you 
to give me your advice upon the painful occasion. — I never stood 
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so much in need of support, — and never felt myself so helpless. 
— My health is impaired by long anxiety of mind, and Joss of 
rest, and my former strength of mind, and energy have entirely 
forsaken me, and indeed I sometimes fear that my reason will 
give way. — Mj sufferings are not of the present moment only, — 
Years of unhappiness have past, I had cast my lot, complaints 
were unavailing, and you and my other friends, are ignorant of 
the many causes of uneasiness I have had. — My situation is now 
changed, in a pecuniary point of view, most unfavorably, but as 
my ambition has sunk with my fortune, I would, were it not for 
my Children, sink into total obscurity, upon the bare necessaries 
of life. — But the duty I owe to them calls upon me for exertion, 
I have met with much kindness here, and I trust that those dear 
relations, upon whom I have a stronger claim, will not be back- 
ward in affording me all the consolation in their power. — It is 
for your advice and assistance in this important business of my 
Brothers, only that I apply to you. — You are, I am aware, deli- 
cately situated between us, but upon your well known justice I 
rely, and I trust I may also place some dependance upon your 
affection. — Mine for you has been unshaken. — 

Pray remember me most tenderly to my beloved Sisters and 
your family, and believe me most sincerely 

Your affectionate & afflicted 

M. Arnold 



Letter from Mrs, Arnold to her Father^ Fall of 1801. 

A great press of business this week leaves me but little leisure 
for letter writing ; yet desirous of availing myself of this oppor- 
tunity by this packet, I trust my beloved Parent, and very dear 
Sisters will excuse my addressing them all in one letter. I feel 
extreme solicitude respecting you, from the accounts we have 
of this dreadful malady the Yellow Fever, having again assailed 
your City ; — God grant that they may be exaggerated, and that 
you may be far removed from the scene of danger. The kindness 
of Mr. Bond and Mr. Coxe, in furnishing us with the power of 
writing by the Packet, without trouble or expense, let me_ 
entreat some one of the family to avail themselves of it 
monthly, if it is only by writing a few lines ; the short sentence 
"we are well," would afford me gratification. My returning 
health & serenity of mind will I am sure my beloved friends, 
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be a source of great comfort to you, and would have been more 
so, had you witnessed my late sufferings. It would be impos- 
sible for me to describe them & the more so, as I am convinced 
my reason was aifected. I look back with thankfulness for my 
preservation; — a preservation from worse than death. — But in- 
deed death itself had nearly been the consequence of the de- 
spairing state to which I was reduced ; for at one period, when 
I viewed everything through a false medium, I fancied that 
nothing but the sacrifice of my life would benefit my children, 
for that my wretchedness embittered every moment of their 
lives ; and dreadful to say, I was many times on the point of 
making the sacrifice. I^o thing more strongly proves to myself 
the deprivation of my reason ; for situated as they are my life 
is most valuable to them, as the remainder of my days will be 
devoted to them & their advancement & welfare. My present 
feelings are not wholly unattended with danger, as I have fre- 
quently in the course of every day a confusion in my head re- 
sembling what I can suppose would be the sensations of any- 
body extremely drunk, and very desirous of concealing their 
situation. The contrary opinions of medical men of eminence 
to whom I have applied, are extremely unsatisfactory, and 
harassing to me, some say that my past complaints & present 
feelings proceed from fullness, particularly of the vessels of the 
head ; others that they are wholly nervous, occasioned by the 
long loss of rest, anxiety of mind ; the irreparable loss of a most 
tender and affectionate husband, and the total change of my cir- 
cumstances, and mode of living. Under the divided opinions 
of the faculty I have nothing left but the exercise of my own 
judgment, which leads me to observe the medium between full 
& very low living, to keep regular & early hours, to mix with 
cheerful & rational society, to make the best of my little income, 
and to be thankful for the blessings yet left me; among the 
greatest of which is the uncommon excellence of my Children : 
the partiality natural to a Parent may lead you to suppose that 
mine influences me in my favorable opinion of them ; but when 
I assert that two of my Sons have arrived at the age of man- 
hood, without having by any misconduct, given me an hour's 
uneasiness ; and that my third Son is exactly treading in their 
steps, you will not think it a vain boast, when I do justice to 
their worth. And my dear girl is, in point of disposition, tem- 
per, rectitude of conduct, & goodness, all that a fond Mother 
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can wish her, with a pleasing person, and cultivated and well 
regulated mind. 

I have many friends whom adversity has tried and proved ; 
and I trust that my Character is so firmly established, that not- 
withstanding the great change in my situation, I shall not lose 
my rank in society, except among the gay and very fashionable 
part of my acquaintance, to whose pleasures I cannot admin- 
ister, and with Characters of this description I have no longer a 
wish to associate. 



London, Bryanston Street. 

June 2nd, 1802 

How shall I, my beloved and respected Parent, thank you for 
your goodness to me? I have been for these few months in a 

most wretched state, owing to a complaint, which they call , 

but which has appeared to be one of a much more serious 
nature, I am now getting better, and great hopes are given me 
that I shall get quite well. — ^To tell you, my dear Sir, the differ- 
ent forms my complaint has taken, would be impossible, some- 
times I have been in the deepest distress, and sometimes in a 
state of irritation not to be described, at present I am neither 
one or the other, but have a total loss of memory, as far as re- 
lates to present occurrences, and I cannot connect things, or 
make any arrangements.-— This is certainly a state of great 
hazard, particularly having so much responsibility upon me, — ^but 
I hope I shall soon be better if I am able to get into the Coun- 
try, which I trust your liberality will justify me in doing with 
prudence. — I have been obliged lately many times to quit town 
for a short time and I believe it was of use to me. — I know 
every thing depends upon my keeping up, and as far as in my 
own power, I shall certainly make the exertion to do so. — I 
have not for some months past, my dear Sir, been able to do 
business, my friends, particularly Mr. Coxe have made great 
exertions for me, but it has, I am convinced, suffered very much, 
but this cannot be helped, it has pleased the Almighty to visit 
me with an affliction most severe. — Should it be His pleasure to 
restore me, my gratitude to Him will be unbounded. — 

The Bill to Miss F. has been received. I do not know for 
what purpose I wished it sent to me, but believe I requested it 
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when I did not very well know what I did. — Your kind present 
also has been received, for which I am truly grateful. — You need 
not, my dear Sir, fear that my Sons will occasion me any un- 
necessary expense ; they are both of them excellent and have 
long since given up their Pensions for the use of the younger 
branches of the family. — Miss Fitch has received a letter from 
my darling Edward, saying that he has just received a News- 
paper account of the loss he has sustained, that he knows 
not how his Father has disposed of his property, but that if he 
left him anything, he begs her, in his name, to relinquish it for 
the benefit of his Mother and family. — Poor fellow he knows 
not the distressed circumstances in which his father died. — He 
adds that he shall henceforth consider William as his own, and 
provide for him. — God grant that he may have the means. — 
James is equally good and noble; indeed I am much blessed 
in my children. — My dear Girl continues extremely delicate, and 
her constitution has suffered a great shock from the loss she has 
sustained and the situation in which I have been, but should it 
please God to restore me wholly I trust she will recover. — I 
have got into a small, but very neat house, where I trust on a 
future day I may be comfortable. 

I shall write soon to my beloved Sisters, whose affectionate 
letters I have received. — My Sister Burd's of March 22nd is the 
first line I have had from her since my misfortune, the one she 
mentions from Mr. Burd has never come to hand, which is very 
unfortunate, for should it become necessary to account to his 
Creditors, for my not taking steps to recover my Brother's debt, 
his letter might have been my justification. 

I cannot, my dear Sir, form any plans for my future residence 
till I see how this business will terminate, if I could quit Lon- 
don I should prefer going to some Country town, but perhaps 
to get my boys forward my presence here may be necessary. — 
But you may be assured my beloved Parent that I will take no 
measures that are not directed by Prudence. — Some weeks ago 
I was not able to write even a common note, now I can do it 
without difficulty, for many months past I have been unable to 
read and now cannot connect two sentences, but I flatter myself 
that I shall again acquire it, — with my memory. And now my 
beloved and respected Parent, may the Blessings of Heaven 
attend you all. 

M. A. 
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Letter from James B. Arnold to Mrs. Arnold. 

North Shields, June 30 1802. 

I return my most hearty thanks to the Almighty, my tenderly 
beloved Mother, for the fair prospect there seems to be of your 
perfect recovery. Nothing on earth could aiford me such real 
happiness. I hope to hear that Dr. Yaughan has recommended 
change of air, and that you propose passing the summer out of 
Town. Miss Fitch mentions having recommended a voyage to 
Tinmouth — The Yoyage, I believe would be of very great ser- 
vice; but the place, I can by no means recommend. It cer- 
tainly is near the sea, & you may bathe, but there is literally no 
other amusement. There are no rooms, no raffles, not at this 
time of the year are there any plays or assemblies. The people 
who come here to bathe are mostly from ^N'ewcastle ; & being in 
trade, have of course very little time to spare ; they do not as- 
sociate with the Military; indeed from the specimens I have 
seen of them, I feel by no means anxious for their acquaint- 
ance. The parties that come only remain a few weeks, & are 
then relieved. I believe I could provide very genteel accom- 
modations for you, but I think the description is quite suffi- 
cient. 

Pray, my dearest Mother, do not distress me by again men- 
tioning drawing upon you. At least let me try if I cannot live 
upon my pay. Provisions are tolerably cheap in this part of 
the world, & there really are no inducements to be extravagant. 
You already have my promise to ask for your assistance if I 
want it ; but I beg you will not press me to this measure, till it 
is really necessary. 

I have taken a very genteel lodging here, I am about a mile 
from Tinmouth, to which this situation is far preferable. At 
this time of the year, lodgings are a vast deal dearer than in 
the w^inter, owing to the great demand by bathers. I pay 12s. 
6d. a week — for which I have two very good rooms, & bed & 
table linen found me. This is thought, for the season very 
cheap. If I am here when the season is over, I am to have 
them for half a guinea, but I shall then most probably live in 
Tinmouth where I shall be able to get rooms for 7 or 8 Shillings. 
Now, they are dearer in Tinmouth than they are here, as that is 
nearer the bathing place. 

I expect Major Hockings here tomorrow, & when he comes 
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we shall be very busy. There is a large Storehouse in Tinmouth 
to which we are going to make a very considerable addition & 
there are also some little things to be done on the coast, which 
I fancy it will fall to my lot to execute ; in this case I shall have 
some little travelling, which at this time of the year will be 
pleasant ; & as the Board makes an allowance upon these occa- 
sions, it will be no material extra expence. 

Miss Fitch tells me that the Swedish Capt. has arrived & has 
commenced an action. I rejoice, however my dearest Mother, 
to find that this has not had the effect upon you which it would 
have had a short time ago ; & that you are determined to bear 
with fortitude whatever may occur. Continue my beloved 
Mother, in this resolution, & remember that in a very few years 
all earthly events will be of no avail. But for the sake of the 
family, I trust things will yet turn out favorably ; & that we 
shall all pass many happy days together. Bemember me most 
kindly to Mr. Coxe & family. At present I have nothing to 
trouble him with, but in the event of there being any prize 
money I shall perhaps request his assistance. I long to hear 
that you have got rid of your colds & left London. 

Tho' the weather has been bad it is now extremely fine. I 
find the bathing extremely cold after the Mediterranean, but it 
is very pleasant. The accommodations for the ladies are exces- 
sively bad. I certainly shall not ask leave to come to Town 
unless it should be necessary, particularly as there is some 
chance of your leaving it. Pray do so if circumstances will 
jDermit ; you have no idea how happy it would make me, & I 
am sure it would do you all a vast deal of service. How are 
poor little Liss & dear Sophia ? give them a thousand kisses 
for me. George, I suppose will soon be with you for the holi- 
days. I am extremely anxious to have something fixed upon 
for him. I am delighted with the pleasant accounts from 
worthy Edward. I believe India is the country to grow fat in. 
I shall give Sophia an epistle very shortly. Adieu, my tenderly 
beloved Mother. God Almighty bless you all, most sincerely 
prays your most dutiful & affectionate Son. 

J. Arnold. 

I have not been able to find a house for our friends. This 
part of the Country is not very favorable for that purpose. 
But I have ordered some inquiries, tho' yet without success. 
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Letter from Mrs. Arnold to her Father, 

I have passed much of my time for the last twelve months 
with different friends in different parts of the Country; this 
change of scene has contributed more than any other thing to 
the restoration of my health and spirits ; and has given me an 
opportunity of forming some judgment for the regulation of my 
future residence. 

The Country in England with a certain Establishment is de- 
lightful ; but to go into it with a confined Income, unknown and 
unable to associate with the most respectable part of its in- 
habitants would be extremely painful to me and would be too 
lonely for either my dear girl, or myself; — ^A Country Town 
would be still worse, very few affording that society I could 
tolerate, it being chiefly composed of Card playing, tattling, old 
Maids, and people wholly unaccustomed to genteel life. — Under 
these circumstances, I believe London will be the most eligible 
situation for me, where I am known ; and I trust, respected ; and 
where I really believe that those who know how to manage, may 
live as cheap, as in almost any other part of England. — The 
want of a Carriage I shall most feel ; not only in point of com- 
fort, but respectability. I have been endeavoring so to econo- 
mize, as to enable me with prudence to keep one for three or 
four Months in the Winter ; but I fear it will not do ; — every 
article of life keeps up at a most astonishing price ; and the long 
desired Peace, has failed to bring with it those advantages, that 
we had in expectation. 

I know my dear friends, that it will give you pleasure to hear 
that I have been successful in a plan that I had formed for 
George's advancement. There is a new Eoyal Military College, 
lately established, under the patronage of the Duke of York, and 
many of our first Military Men ; its present members are con- 
fined to one hundred ; twenty of whom are to be nominated by 
the East India Company, for their Service. — I have been ex- 
tremely desirous of getting George in this number, as they take 
rank in India, immediately upon their Admission into the Col- 
lege ; have the best Masters that can be procured, and half of 
the Expence borne by the Company. The numbers being so 
limited, it has required great interest to procure it : after trying 
for two months, I despaired of success ; when last week, I re^ 
ceived a very friendly letter from the Marquis Cornwallis, saying 
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that he had at length been so fortunate as to obtain it for me, 
and Greorge goes this day to the India House to undergo an 
Examination. I have no fears of his not acquitting himself 
satisfactorily. I have not lately heard from Edward ; — James 
is in ^Northumberland, constructing some works, near Tinmouth 
Castle, where his curiosity has been greatly gratified, by meeting 
underground, with Eooms, Staircases, &c. not known of, and 
supposed to have been built in the seventh Century. 

You will have heard that poor Mr. & Mrs. Coxe have at last 
lost their darling Daughter ; a stroke more severely felt from 
their sanguine expectations of her recovery : I have been greatly 
shocked lately at poor Mr. Montgomery's death ; you may recol- 
lect him in the College at Philadelphia, — he afterwards married 
a Miss Delancy of Maryland. — He had arrived here at great 
Church preferment, which has rendered his circumstances ex- 
tremely easy. He left London last year for a good living, in 
Hertfordshire ; whether his secluded situation in the country, 
after being accustomed to much society, or any other circum- 
stance operated upon his mind is not known ; but after sending 
his Wife and Children to the neighboring Tillage, to see a com- 
pany of strolling players, he hung himself. I had a great regard 
for him, and greatly regret his death, and the manner of it. 

I am surprized, when I look back, to see how much I have 
written without stopping ; — but habit has rendered the employ- 
ment much more easy. 

Adieu, my beloved Parent, and dear Sisters, may every 
blessing attend you. — Eelieve me most tenderly and truly Yours. 

M. Arnold. 
Bryanston Steeet, London. 

October 5th, 1802. 

Extract of a Letter from Mrs, Arnold to Eichard and Henry 
Arnold, dated November 5, 1802. 

I early informed you, that in undertaking the settlement of 
the most troublesome business that ever devolved upon a female, 
I had not been actuated in the smallest degree by the hope of 
benefiting myself or my children; that I was induced to do it 
only from respect to your Father's memory — the certainty that 
I could do more justice to others than any other person could, 
and the wish to prevent all private letters from falling into the 
hands of strangers. ... 
VOL. XXV. — 31 
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But thanks to the goodness of God, I am restored to serenity 
and the power of exertion, and I shall perseveringly go on in 
the arduous task I have undertaken ; the only recompense will 
be the consciousness that I have done my duty. 

I have been under the necessity of parting with my furniture, 
wine, and many other comforts provided for me by the indul- 
gent hand of affection ; and have by these sacrifices paid all the 
ascertained debts, within a few hundred pounds, and hope to be 
enabled to discharge the remainder, and to pay a part of the 
legacies, provided a demand to a large amount, made by a Swede 
for the detention of his Yessel, is not substantiated. I have a 
hint that this has been decided against us ; if so, I have the mor- 
tification of knowing that neither myself nor my children will 
ever have the value of a guinea from their dear Father's property, 
and that even the uncommon liberality of my Sons in giving up 
their pensions for the use of the family, has been of no avail. 
But these things are wisely ordained by the Almighty for some 
good purpose, and His justice and mercy we cannot doubt. A 
few months will bring things near to a close, when I will give 
you every particular. 

While I have the means of preventing it, I will never suffer 
the sister of my husband to want, and shall supply her from my 
own little income with what is necessary for her. I approve 
highly of her residing with you in future. ... 

My dear Edward is one of the most noble of youths; he 
writes sanguinely of his prospects in India; from his pay he 
insists upon taking upon himself the entire expense of little Wil- 
liam's education ; he had before made over his pension irrevo- 
cably to his sister. Dear James is equally generous and disin- 
terested, and is now living with great difficulty upon his pay, 
that his pension may be appropriated to the use of the family. 
My dear girl is all that is amiable and excellent, and George 
and William promise fair to emulate the example of their elder 
brothers. Such children compensate for a thousand ills. . . . 

Your poor Father thought these lands (in Canada) an object, 
and expended a great deal of interest and trouble in procuring 
them. Every thing depends upon their judicious location. . . . 

I am now living in a very small house in Bryanston Street, 
using furniture purchased from Carlow, (a servant) who is now 
a more independent woman than her mistress. . . . My Father 
is very good to me ; but for his aid, I should have suffered still 
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more wretchedness. He and my sisters are very desirous of my 
going to reside with them, but my anxiety to get your little 
brothers on in life, will deprive me of this gratification. I have 
placed Greorge at the New Eoyal Military College, to which he 
was appointed (through the interest of the Marquis Cornwallis) 
by the India Company, who will pay half the expense of his 
education, he being designed for their Service. It is a most ex- 
cellent Seminary, and embraces every part of education neces- 
sary to form the soldier and the gentleman. 
I shall write to your aunt by this Packet. 



Bryanston Street, London, Jany. 5th 1803. 

Your welcome letter my beloved and respected Parent of [N^ov. 
30 was delivered to me last evening by Mr. Coxe at whose house 
I was upon a visit. The commendations you so encouragingly 
bestow upon my conduct are extremely grateful to me ; and the 
more so, from the consciousness of their being not wholly unde- 
served. I have gone through many painful and distressing 
scenes, which had nearly overpowered me ; but I am now thanks 
to the goodness of God enabled to bear the great change in my 
situation with fortitude ; and regret the deprivation of many of 
the comforts I have been accustomed to enjoy, only as they afPect 
my children and retard their advancement in life. But I am very 
thankful for the blessings still spared me, and have great satis- 
faction in informing you my dearest Sir, that my exertions in 
the laborious task I have undertaken have been so far crowned 
with success; that I have paid every ascertained debt due from 
the Estate of my late lamented husband, Avithin four or five 
hundred pounds, and this I have the means of discharging. I 
will not attempt to describe to you the toil it has been to me ; 
but may without vanity add, that few women could have effected 
what I have done, And to you, my dear Parent am I indebted 
for the ability to perform what I have done, as you bestowed 
upon me the most useful, and best education that America at 
that time afforded. 

As I am sure you must be interested in all that relates to my- 
self, and my family, I will from time to time fully communicate 
to you my situation, my plans and prospects. In the moment 
of despair, I placed myself in a house rather too small for com- 
fort, or perhaps to keep up a proper appearance; but having 
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fitted it up with extreme neatness, and some taste ; and seeing 
no reluctance in my friends in a superior line, to visiting us here, 
I shall probably be induced to continue here, as I stand at an un- 
commonly low rent ; that and the Taxes upon the house, not ex- 
ceeding £56 a year. I now feel the disposition, as well as the 
propriety, on account of my children, of mixing with the world, 
as keeping up an interest for them, is the only chance of their 
advancement, and I must endeavor to do it in the most respecta- 
ble manner in my power, always keeping in view, the absolute 
necessity of living within my little income. 

I must mix with Society in a way not very gratifying to my 
vanity, or the natural ambition, which I confess has often an- 
noyed me, but I have the satisfaction of knowing that I stand 
well with the world, and that the change of my circumstances 
can never be imputed to any imprudence of my own. I have 
well weighed the propriety of quitting London, and retiring into 
the country, — the experience of many of my friends convinces 
me that the saving to be made in doing it, would be very incon- 
siderable, and by no means equivalent to the sacrifice of friends, 
and of connections that may be hereafter useful to my children ; 
among them I am estimated for myself, which in addition to my 
former situation, will insure me respect : — Among strangers, I 
should be rated according to my present means of appearance, 
which would place me in a very inferior rank in society, which 
my pride could but ill brook. 

In accomplishing the desirable end of paying all the debts, I 
have been under the necessity of paying for the furniture, Plate, 
and every article even to clothing ; that could come under the 
denomination of assets ; the former were disposed of, with the 
lease of the house, at nearly the valuation. The Plate I have a 
little pride in keeping ; and the other things are necessary to 
myself & my dear children. I have an expectation of recover- 
ing about £300 from a business still undivided — this, if no fresh 
demand arise, must be appropriated, as far as it will go, to the 
payment of the annuities, in the meantime I am under the ne- 
cessity of supporting the sister of my husband, but conceiving 
this a duty, I do it with cheerfulness, more especially as I trust 
it will preclude the necessity of my being obliged to take any 
measures to distress my brother. I have within a small sum, 
paid the Legacies to the G-eneral's sons in Canada, which I was 
fortunately enabled to do under the description of debts — he 
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having accepted Bills to nearly the amount ; this was very satis- 
factory to me, as it was the only thing that preserved them from 
utter ruin, or prevented their being thrown into a Jail. I have 
the most gratefull and affectionate letters from them expressive 
of the sense they entertain of my conduct to them. I have 
sent out directions to Canada to have the Lands granted by the 
Government, located. I do not know whether they will be of 
any benefit to my family, but I think it right to take the chance 
of their being so. I presume from your not mentioning the sub- 
ject, that I am never to expect to derive any advantage from the 
Mount Pleasant Estate ; I should like however to know in what 
manner it has been disposed of My health is tolerably good ; 
and I endeavor to keep up my spirits as well as I can. My 
solicitude for my children renders this rather a difficult task, 
and the unprotected state in which they would be left by my 
death, is a constant source of anxiety to me. My dear girl is 
extremely delicate, and particularly feels the close confinement, 
the weather at this season of the year occasions without a car- 
riage. My boys are getting on as well as I could expect. I am 
highly delighted with the College in which I had the good for- 
tune to get George placed, and he has distinguished himself there 
in a way to induce the Governor to send me the most flattering 
reports of his conduct. I feel much obliged to you my dear Sir 
for any attention paid to the affairs of Mr. Coxe, who has been 
a steady and useful friend to me. I hope his long clouded pros- 
pects are beginning to brighten. They have borne their various 
misfortunes with wonderful resignation and are deserving of a 
happier lot. Eeport has again all but actually married my dear 
Sister Lea, — from her I do not expect to hear whether it is to be 
depended upon ; but I am sure you will have the goodness to 
communicate to me intelligence so interesting. I think was I so 
happily situated as she is, I should be very fearful of risking a 
change. Knowing a Parent's feelings & how interesting every 
little circumstance is, relative to those we tenderly love, I will 
make no apology, my dearest Sir, for entering so minutely into 
my own affairs. I shall write to my sisters by this Packet. 
My darling children join me in most respectful love to you. — 
Believe I am, my Parent, 

very tenderly, 

Your affectionate and sincere 
M, Arnold. 
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Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Bichard and Henry Arnold^ 180S. 

I feel gratified by your affectionate anxiety for me, and am 
happy to have it in my power to relieve it, by assuring you that 
I am infinitely better, and thank God, restored to a good degree 
of comfort. ... A variety of the most agonizing scenes, followed 
by a press of the most harassing business, had nearly subdued 
that fortitude which never before forsook me. 

The excellence of my children is a never-failing source of 
delight to me, and the kindness I experience from my friends, 
tends to make me much less sensible of the material change in 
my situation. 

The Situation of your dear Father's affairs has made it neces- 
sary for me to have the most trifling article disposed of, or valued 
and paid for by myself — this has extended even to his clothing. 

The Swede has not withdrawn his claim — but does not press it 
with much vigor. . . . 

I shall send you by Mr. Morley some of your dear Father's 
hair, his seal with his Arms, and sleeve-buttons, knee and shoe- 
buckles, &c., &c., which as having been long worn by him, will I 
doubt not be valued by you. 



Chambers Farm Epping July 3 1803 
I hope, my beloved sister, that my hearing from you so much 
less frequently than formerly, is not to be attributed to your 
solicitude respecting my dear niece, whose health I was truly 
grieved to hear, was in a very delicate state. The nature of her 
complaints I have not heard, but hope that they are not serious, 
probably they would be wholly relieved by her being in the 
family way. Please present my most affectionate love to her, 
and assure her of my warm regard, and wishes for her recovery 
and happiness. 

I have been much of an invalid lately, and have found it 
necessary to consult our two first medical men, in the female 
line. Doctors Denman & Clarke. They have ascertained it to be 
a complaint of the womb, which requires the greatest care and 
attention to conquer, if it can ever be effected. — It is now several 
weeks since I have eaten animal food, or tasted wine, beer, or any 
thing heating, — and I am obliged to keep almost constantly in a 
recumbent posture. — ^This I found, in town, extremely irksome, 
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and with cheerfullness accepted an invitation from my old and 
steady friend, Mrs. Shedden, to come out here with my children, 
where I am quite at home and enjoy my sopha, surrounded by a 
large and friendly family, and being at a large farm house, I have 
the advantage of a milk diet in the greatest perfection. — I shall 
never be able to walk much, as that kind of exercise will in- 
crease my complaints, to that in a carriage I must be indebted 
to my friends. — Every evil that attends me is greatly increased 
by my solicitude for my children and their happiness and well 
being is so dependant upon my existence. 

My dear James is now waiting for a Convoy to the "West 
Indies, having been under orders for that place for some time. — 
He is now at the Isle of Wight, passing his time away pleas- 
antly at Mr. Groodrich's, the elder Brother of Mr. Shedden, within 
sight of his ship, which lays at the Motherbank. 

I have been a great sufferer, my beloved Sister, for the last 
three years, but can thank Grod, though laboring under appre- 
hensions for myself, restored to a perfect serenity of mind, and 
a degree of contentment, that some time ago, I thought it im- 
possible for me ever to regain. — I shall now go on, I hope, per- 
severing by '' doing my duty in that state of life, in which it has 
pleased God to call me." 

The kindness I have, and still continue to receive from my 
friends here, is very uncommon, and certainly to that I am 
greatly indebted for my recovery from that low wretched state, 
which had nearly overpowered me. 

You find that we are again plunged into the horrors of War, but 
we are united hand and heart, to oppose our perfidious enemy, 
the effects of which will be most severely felt by those situated 
as I am upon a very confined income, but I should and do most 
cheerfully contribute my little aid, in support of a Government, 
from which I derive my means of living. 

My plans for the Summer are still unfixed. — I have been here 
three weeks, and shall perhaps continue during the greater part 
of little William's holidays. — I have several invitations to my 
friends in the Country, which I shall accept, if my health will 
admit of it. — ^There are few places where I can be so much at my 
ease as here, where I was brought in a coach, so fitted out, as to 
enable me to perform the whole journey laying down. — ^My 
complaint is quite local as my general health was never better. — 

I must bid you adieu, my dear Sister, as I have several letters 
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to write, and pursue this employment, while laying down. — 
Tender love to all your dear family, and believe me, my beloved 
Sister, most affectionately Yours 

M. Arnold 

I have this instant received the enclosed note, my dear Sister, 
from my good friend Mrs. Coxe, it proves her affection for me, 
and I am sorry to say her own deplorable situation. — I am 
grieved to find that they are disappointed in their sanguine ex- 
pectations with respect to some property in America. It would 
be a great gratification to me should the interest of any of my 
friends there be successfully exerted for the benefit of this truly 
worthy family. 

Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Richard and Henry 
Arnold, dated July 27, 1803. 

God knows how it will terminate ; I am endeavoring to pre- 
pare my mind for the worst, but when I reflect ujDon the unpro- 
tected state of my children, whose welfare so greatly depends 
upon my exertions for them, I am almost deprived of that forti- 
tude so essential to my own support. . . . 

I have from time to time given you an account of your dear 
Father's affairs. I have nearly accomplished what I am con- 
vinced no other person could have done — the payment of all the 
just debts. 

I have lately had several demands made upon me on account 
of the Yile Privateers, which I know not whether I can resist, 
or even if they are just. 

The claim of the Swede for the detention of his vessel and 
total loss of his cargo, is in the Court of Admiralty. 

You can form not the smallest idea of the trouble and per- 
plexity in which I have been involved. The only reward is, the 
having saved you from distress, and the gratification of having 
paid all your dear Father's just debts, so that no reflection on 
that score can ever be cast upon his memory. 

I am uneasy at not hearing from your aunt for a long time ; I 
am fearful she may be in distress for money. I have written 
repeatedly to her, and requested her to draw on me for twenty- 
four pounds which I will endeavour to allow her annually. 

I have heard lately from Edward, who had just had a severe 
action with the army of one of the native chiefs, James is now 
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on his passage to the West Indies ; George is at the Eoyal Mili- 
tary school, and if I live, will go to the East Indies next year. 
Your sister is with me, and little William goes to the school at 
which all his brothers were educated. 



Letter from Mrs. Arnold to Bichard and Henry Arnold^ dated 
August, 180S. 

I have the greatest satisfaction in informing you that the long 
pending Admiralty case of the Swedish ship is decided, and in 
our favor. Their claim was for the loss of the ship, cargo, and 
two years detention. Had they succeeded, ten times the prop- 
erty I have would not have satisfied their demand. 

Upon this decision every thing depended, and until it was 
given it w^as impossible to bring the business to a close. . . . 

Although I have suffered, in my choice of evils, almost be- 
yond human endurance, I now repent not at having made it. 

To you I have rendered an essential service ; I have rescued 
your Father's memory from disrespect, by paying all his just 
debts ; and his Children will now never have the mortification 
of being reproached with his speculations having injured any 
body beyond his own family ; and his motives, not the unfortu- 
nate termination will be considered by them, and his memory 
will be doubly dear to them. 

It has been a dreadful business, and minute as I have been in 
my detail, it is quite impossible for you to form an idea of what 
I have had to encounter, besides the sacrifice of all my accus- 
tomed comforts. I have not even a tea-spoon, a towel, or a 
bottle of wine that I have not paid for. But having nearly 
completed my great work, I was beginning to enjoy some degree 
of comfort, to which however my ill health is a great interrup- 
tion. 

And now to the important business of the Canada Lands. I 
am very glad to hear that the difiiculty of the grant is over- 
come — more particularly as I understand, that if they are judi- 
ciously located they will certainly be of considerable value. 



I always feel a peculiar degree of solicitude to hear from you 
at this Season, my beloved Parent, as the Summer so frequently 
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produces that dreadful Fever. Though we find that it is raging 
with violence at 'New York, we are taught to hope that it has 
not extended its influence to Philadelphia. — May Grod preserve 
you all. — 

The arrival of several Packets, without a line from any of the 
family has caused me greai^fdisappointment ; I have many months 
ago informed my Sisters of my alarming indisposition, and should 
have been soothed by the affectionate sympathy of Sisters so 
beloved. It is nearly eight months since I was distressed with 
an internal complaint, of which I did not think seriously, till 
finding it increase, I consulted a man of the first eminence here, 
in the female line, who pronounced that it was a complaint of 
long standing, most serious in its nature, and would require the 
utmost attention for a length of time. I was prohibited the use 
of any kind of animal food, wine, or even small beer and was 
entirely confined to a recumbent position. Finding no amend- 
ment after rigidly pursuing this plan two months, my friends 
urged a consultation of the most able men. There was but little 
variance in the opinion I had already had of the mode to be 
adopted to, if possible, avert the dreaded evil, a Cancer, and I 
have steadily pursued the plan laid down for nearly six months. 
—I have lately been much worse, in consequence of a very large 
tumor having formed which broke and discharged an immense 
quantity. To prevent another is now the great object, but I am 
not much encouraged to hope for success. I have experienced 
the most uncommon attention from my friends, which has en- 
abled me to pass a great part of the Summer in the Country, 
which was deemed absolutely essential, and which I could not 
otherwise have accomplished. — I made my journeys in a Coach, 
laying down, and was indulged with laying constantly upon a 
sofa. — Indeed the posture has become so natural to me, that I 
always write, and work in it. — I have not walked two miles for 
the last six months, my kind friends give me frequently an op- 
portunity of taking the air, in the only way in which I can do 
it. — I will not, my dear Parent, comment upon my present un- 
pleasant situation, or future sad prospects. — 

You will see by our Papers, that the crisis is fast approach- 
ing that is to decide the fate of England; this is the month 
when Bonaparte threatens us. — God know how it is to 
end. — 

I beg to be remembered most affectionately to my dear Sisters ; 
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and am my tenderly beloved Parent, most sincerely & truly 
yours 

M. A. 
Bryanston Street 
Nov. 2nd, 1803 



Bryanston Street May 14th [1804] 
Yours, my beloved Sister, of March 20th aiforded me great 
gratification, as the long silence of my family had been a source 
of great uneasiness to me, and preyed upon my spirits, when I 
conceived my situation to be such as to render it probable I could 
never, in this world, hear again from you. I have been indeed 
very near death, my dear Sister, and my complaints are such, as 
to give me but little hope of long continuing an Inhabitant of 
this world. 

I have gained more strength in the last six weeks than I could 
have expected, considering my total confinement to the house, in 
a recumbent position, and that I get no sleep but what is pro- 
cured by opium, administered in various forms. It is four 
months since my violent attack ; for nine days I lay with every 
appearance of a Corpse, and as cold in the extremities as you 
ever felt one ; with faintings, whenever moved. Most violent 
remedies were used internally, with constantly applying cloths, 
dipped in iced water, to my body, without the effect of stopping 
the complaint, till exhausted nature worked her own cure. It 
was so long before I recovered strength, and I was distressed 
with so great a difficulty of breathing, that it was greatly appre- 
hended that I had water upon my chest ; which however was not 
the case. At the expiration of seven weeks I was put into a 
Carriage, and taken out for a quarter of an hour ; this was re- 
peated for some days, but it produced symptoms too alarming to 
make it prudent to continue it, and it is now seven weeks since 
I have been able to take any other air, than what my little 
House afforded me. But I could submit with great patience to 
this confinement, and even the extreme pain I always endure, 
when not under the effects of opium, was there any prospect of 
its terminating favorably. My only chance is from an internal 
operation, which it is at present dangerous to perform. I trust 
1 bear this heavy affliction with great resignation ; and I do not 
suffer my spirits to overcome me. I have much to be thankful 
for ;— most particularly for the very uncommon attention and 
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kindness that I hourly experience from my numerous friends ; 
indeed a general so]i[ci]tude has been shown for me. I have 
the best advice that London can afford, and am constantly 
attended by two of the most eminent Physicians. . . . 

Though in a very contracted stile, I have every comfort neces- 
sary to my situation, for which I am indebted to the great 
liberality of the best Sons in the world, who contribute their 
little mite to render me so. I have a great many invitations 
from my difPerent friends to divide my Summer among them ; 
but I greatly fear that a removal will be scarcely practicable. 

My dear Greorge will leave me, for India in a few weeks ; he 
will go under many advantages, and my situation greatly recon- 
ciles me to his going. My beloved Edward has been a sharer in 
the honor of all those brilliant victories in India, obtained by 
General Lake, and as a cavalry Officer, was exposed to great 
danger, which God be praised he escaped, except a wind wound, 
which much bruised his arm, and his horse touched in many places. 
I trust his conduct will lead to something advantageous to himself, 
as Genl. Lake, after the action, gave him a Cornetcy in an old 
Eegt. of the King's Dragoons for George, who would probably 
have been a Lieutenant by the time he arrived, with pay and 
emoluments of £540 pr an. But I am this day going to send on 
his resignation of it, by the advice of all my friends ; the Com- 
pany's service being preferable, as attended with more perma- 
nent advantages. My dearest James is Stationary Commanding 
Engineer at Barbadoes, as well as Adjutant which gives him 
many advantages, particularly most capital quarters, immediately 
over the Sea, a circumstance of infinite importance to his health. 
l!i[othing can be going on better than all my Children, and you 
do not know how high their characters stand. 

I am sorry to find that our dear father is involved in any con- 
test with the Assembly ; though I am convinced his Character 
can never be affected by it. 

The life of our good King has never been in danger ; we have 
had greater apprehensions on account of his mind ; he is better, 
but it is feared that the difficulties attending the arrangement of 
the present change of Ministry may have an unfavorable effect 
upon him. 

You wish my dear Sister to know whether my pension would 
be affected by his death ; I should much fear that it would as it 
would of course cease ; and its renewal would depend upon the 
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whim of his Successor, who at present shows no disposition to 
respect the wishes of his Father, and with whom I have no 
interest. 

I am gratified my beloved Sister at your renewed invitations 
to me to visit you ; nothing could aiford me greater gratifica- 
tion; but the Almighty has willed it otherwise, by inflicting 
upon me my present calamity. This letter has been written at 
different times, and entirely whilst laying down. — Yesterday 
after writing two pages, I fainted away. — My dear girl is but 
indifferent ; she is too much aware of the blow that probably 
awaits her. — I rejoice that your darling child is spared to you. 

Pray present my tenderest regards to all the family and be- 
lieve me, my truly beloved Sister, ever Yours 

M. A. 



London, July 5th 1804 
Dear Sir — 

I wrote you some time past, by desire of your dear daughter 
Mrs. Arnold, respecting the then situation of her very ill health 
— an interval of seeming change for the better afterwards oc- 
curred, that gives much hope to her friends, and which, I fear, 
induced Mrs. Coxe to mention it to her Father in a more favor- 
able light than has since been verified — Indeed, from the facts I 
was myself privately in possession of from Dr. Denman, the 
most eminent in his line, I had every reason to believe her case 
hopeless, but did not disclose this to Mrs. C. or any Friend, lest 
it might, ultimately get to her ears — it was of the utmost conse- 
quence, even to her strong and even mind, to keep this from 
her, as it might throw an immediate despair upon her, and check 
those absolute attentions to her Children which were so neces- 
sary at the moment of shipping George off for India to join his 
Brother Edward — As I foresaw, her complaints have increased, 
and, I much lament, appear, from some late & present attacks, 
to be coming forward to that crisis, which must terminate, 
shorter, or later, the existence of one of the finest w^omen I 
know — This sad reflection, my dear Sir, cannot affect you more 
as a Father, than it does me, who feel for her all the affections 
& interest of a Father & Friend — I therefore think it my duty, 
both to you, to her, & her children, to apprise you of this her 
real situation, that, as I have hinted before you might think 
proper to make such dispositions in favor of her, or, in case of 
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any accident to her, so likely to be apprehended, in favor of her 
children, as to such share of your Estate, as you meant she 
should have partaken of, in proportion to the rest of your chil- 
dren — You will have the goodness to ascribe to the true motives, 
love & Friendship for your Daughter & her Children, the liberty 
I have taken to hint her real situation to you, that you may 
adopt such measures in your Will, as may meet the certainty, of 
her, not very distant dissolution, unless a kind of miracle should 
intervene against the private opinion of the best informed of the 
Faculty — and she has the best — At this moment (for I visit her 
every day) she is very ill with a third attack, which, tho better, 
has exhausted her to a degree that alarms us much. — This, per- 
haps, has been much increased from taking a last & final adieu 
of her son George, who we yesterday shipped ofP for Bengal in 
the ship Baring as a Cadet in the India's Company service, 
where, when he arrives, he takes rank from 15 & half, as a 
Cornet, and will join his Brother Edward, who has been with 
Gen'l Lake in all his brilliant campaignes in India, with much 
honor to himself — George is a young man of the first order in 
genius & spirit, so much so, as to have acquired the most distin- 
guished honors at the Military Institution at Mario w it could 
bestowe, and goes with same eclat from the India House in its 
service, as particularly recommended by Gen'l Harcourt, the 
head of that college. 

James, as L't of Engineers, and as selected, has distinguished 
himself, in the late capture of Surrinam, greatly to his honor & 
Future rising fame — I enclose a letter from Col. Shipley to Gen'l 
Morse, which speaks more than I can say in his favor — I will 
only remark that the copy is in Sophia's Hand writing — She is, 
dear Girl, more worthy of your notice & attentions, than any 
other of the family, tho all most meritorious — she is the most 
amiable & correct of her sex I ever saw. — ^leave her not, my 
dear Sir, in distress, for should she lose her Mother, much, you 
know, drops with her — the boys are provided for & can & ought 
to shift for themselves — a Girl cannot — her Brothers are the 
most kind & aifectionate and throw all into the scale they can 
from their Pensions & pay in her favor, but you may easily 
imagine this to be limitted & precarious — I confess to feel most 
deeply interested for her perfect independence — this will rest 
with you — ^^and to you I leave every proj)er precaution to insure 
its provision — You will excuse me, when I declare to feel for 
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her in particular and indeed for all of the rest, the most parental 
affections & Solicitude. 

Thinking thus, and also favored with the most particular con- 
fidence of your Daughter Mrs. Arnold, I take the liberty to ex- 
press my sentiments on an occasion that, I fear, may bring on 
the most melancholy feelings from us all — I therefore repeat, 
that I feel it a duty to inform you, truly, of her present situa- 
tion — your Daughter now lies on a sick bed, very painful & 
alarming, not able to partake of the least exercise, such is the 
nature of her complaints — I need say no more to a Father — I 
saw her this day on her sopha, reclined & looking so ill as to 
shock me— She was not able to write to you or would have done 
it — She begged me to say for her all duty & affection to you & 
her sisters — 

Tho surrounded with many friends, she is kind enough to look 
up to me with particular confidence — I shall from every affec- 
tionate motive, watch & attend her to the last — a few months I 
fear must decide — 

I am, Dr Sir, with every respect & regard 
your most obed't serv't 
I Dan'l Coxe 

Judge Shippen. 



I have received your affectionate letters, my beloved and re- 
spected Parent, with their enclosures which have been duly 
honored by acceptance, — I return you my sincere thanks for 
your very acceptable present, which came most opportunely, 
having been obliged to incur a great many unavoidable expenses 
from fitting out my dear George, and a long illness. — 

The affectionate interest you and my dear Sisters express for 
me is very gratifying to my feelings. — I wish I could give as 
favorable an account of myself as you have been taught to 
expect, but my situation is extremely critical, my recovery ap- 
pears greatly to depend upon an operation, which hitherto it 
has been impossible to perform without the most imminent dan- 
ger of immediately putting a period to my life. I am to have a 
consultation in a few days. — I had wished it w^as over, before I 
wrote to you, but am fearful of rendering you uneasy, by my 
silence — My general health is improved, since I last wrote, 
which is an extraordinary circumstance, considering my entire 
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confinement to the house, and that I am obliged to keep myself 
constantly under the effects of opium, to relieve a pain, which 
would otherwise be intolerable, and to procure me a little sleep, 
which I never get in a natural way. — Could I get into the 
Country, I am sure I should be better, this, the uncommon 
kindness of several of my friends, would enable me to do, were 
I able to bear even a short journey, but at present I am quite 
unequal to it. — 

We have been so long threatened with invasion, that we begin 
to think nothing of it. — Our internal situation is, in my opinion, 
a cause of much more serious alarm. — The precarious situation 
of the King, — ^The decided part taken against him by the Prince 
of Wales, with the instability of our present Ministry are causes 
of serious anxiety. — But I trust we shall yet be preserved. 

Mr. Livingston, your Minister to Paris, called upon me several 
times, during his stay in London, where he was not very well 
received. — He appears completely to have adopted French prin- 
ciples, and French ideas. — I have written this in great haste, and 
am always obliged to write while laying down, which is indeed 
almost wholly my position. — Pray remember me most tenderly 
to all the family, and believe me, my beloved Parent, most truly 
and affectionately 

Yours M. A. 

Bryanston Street 
July 15th [1804.] 



Gloucester Place, Dec. 25th, 1804. 
My dear Aunt; 

I sincerely thank you for your kindly affectionate Letter 
which I take the earliest opportunity of answering. Had the 
state of mind permitted it, I should probably have written 
sooner, but my sufferings have been so acutely agonizing, that 
every power was suspended. I heartily thank Grod however 
that I am sufficiently better to be able to resume my j^en, though 
my deep rooted sorrow will I fear ever attend me. I however 
feel the duty and benefit of submission to the Will of the Al- 
mighty, and am fully convinced, that how trying soever I find 
the dispensation, it has been ordered in goodness, wisdom & 
mercy, and I trust in another world, I shall be made a partaker 
of that Bliss which she doubtless now enjoys. My dear Grand- 
papa has given me an affectionate invitation to make America 
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my future residence. And most willingly, from the strong desire 
I feel to know himself & all the family should I accept his oifer, 
did I not feel myself bound to this country by the strong tie my 
poor dear Brothers are to me, especially my little orphaned Wil- 
liam, so young, so destitute, as he is left, looking now solely up 
to me. I grieve there is this heavy drawback, on what I should 
otherwise have esteemed so great a comfort in my now truly 
forlorn situation, especially as I had hoped all once existing 
prejudice had found an end, & that my little Brother, at least, 
could not have been obnoxious while thus young. I have writ- 
ten to Grrandpapa, however and told him that should he have an 
earnest desire to see me for a twelvemonth, as belonging to her 
who was so deservedly dear to him, I should feel strongly induced 
to pay him a visit for that time and at or about the end of that 
period, I shall be expecting the return of my beloved James to 
England, who will need the accustomed sympathy of his sister, 
to enable him to bear the woefull change in his loved Family. 

I feel truly grateful to you for the affectionate interest you 
take in me, & shall ever love you tho' we may never meet. My 
dear Miss Fitch has been more to me than I could ever have 
expected, or hoped. She desires me to present her best regards 
to you. I passed five weeks with her in the country & have 
since been nearly ten in London, with the best friend, & one of 
the best women in the world, an old Lady of 76 years of age, of 
a high family, and large fortune, who in goodness and charity is 
one of the brightest ornaments of this country. I consider it a 
signal instance of the mercy of God, His having raised me up 
such a comforter, she was at one time, the only person who knew 
how to compose my perturbed spirit. I go again into the coun- 
try to another much valued friend in a few days where I shall 
remain till I again hear from Philadelphia. My poor little 
brother is with me for the Holidays. He unites with myself 
in begging affectionate remembrances to all our dear Aunts, 
Uncles, and Cousins, and I am my dear Aunt, 

Your much attached and dutifuU niece, 

Sophia M. Arnold. 
(To be continued.) 
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